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Holy Great Martyr Procopios
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to a California non-profit religious corporation, “St. Photios Orthodox Theological Seminary,” of
of an
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for entry.
The basic program will consist of three years of study (two semesters a year) in residence, for
the B.Th. (Bachelor of Theology) degree. Candidates for the Priesthood who already hold a Bachelor’s
degree from an accredited college or university have the option of enrolling in a two-year program,
completing selected core courses in the B.Th. program in residence during the first three semesters
and then writing a thesis during the fourth semester (residency not required). They will be awarded,
instead of the B.Th., the M.T.S. (Master of Theological Studies) degree. A complete seminary catalogue detailing these academic programs will be published well before the first academic year.
In the next year, we hope to build up an endowment fund (a dividend-yielding stock portfolio)
to support visiting faculty (monastery faculty will not be remunerated financially) and the basic
operational costs of the seminary. It is thus our hope that degrees may be earned with modest, affordable fees. Fees, which may be adjusted to student need, will cover housing costs and the cost of
maintaining library acquisitions. Students will be responsible for the preparation of their own meals
in the seminary’s kitchen facilities and the cost of books, educational supplies, and personal items.
They will also be required to attend daily liturgical services, in which they will actively and regularly
participate, as they advance in their studies. They will wear cassocks at the seminary, during their
period of studies, and will conform to a strict moral and ethical code and to the Church’s fasting rules.
The core faculty from the St. Gregory Palamas Monastery and the Convent of St. Εlizabeth will
include five individuals with accredited doctoral degrees, who will hold the title of professor, and five
individuals with accredited undergraduate or graduate degrees, who will hold the title of instructor.
I will serve as Rector of the Seminary and Archimandrite Patapios as Dean. In addition, we have
asked a number of clergy and other distinguished scholars to serve as Adjunct or Visiting Professors,
including (as Adjunct Professors) the retired Metropolitan of Εtna and the retired Bishop of Portland.
It is also our intention to hold weekend seminars or extended educational conferences and summer
programs at the seminary facility, offering opportunities for our clergy, faithful, and persons interested
in Orthodox studies to further their knowledge of the Faith.
This seminary project is the realization of a dream that we have for decades hoped to make a
reality. Our monastery study center, the Center for Traditionalist Orthodox Studies, was a first step in
this direction, but its programs are by correspondence, which is an inadequate way to form clergy. Its
Diploma and Licentiate certificates, I should note, will be phased out and replaced by the seminary
degrees noted above, and its activities will be confined to scholarly research and the continuation of its
publication program. The Metropolitan Cyprian Theological Library, along with the Jaffee, Κhokhlov
and rare book collections, will remain in place, though some of its 10,000 books and 4,000 periodical
holdings will be transferred to the seminary library.
As the seminary project continues to develop, progress reports will appear on this website (http://
www.dep.church) and eventually on the seminary website (http://www.spots.school), which is now
under construction. Anyone wishing to donate to the seminary project can do so by mailing gifts to
the St. Photios Orthodox Theological Seminary, P.O. Box 797, Εtna, CA 96027-0797. The seminary’s
application for 501(c)(3) non-profit tax exemption is in progress and will apply retroactively to contributions. I thank you for your prayers, book donations to the library, or monetary gifts.
Your Humble Servant,
† Bishop Auxentios of Εtna and Portland

